6   IS THERE A TRUE INTERNATIONAL LAW ?

to it. The question why the decisions of its interpreters
should be observed never arises. But if perchance, as
solvent influences begin to make themselves felt, some
one, more thoughtful or more sceptical than his fellows
ventures to inquire, the reply is not, "Because the sove-
\ reign has commanded it, and will punish disobedience;"
but, "Because the anger of heaven will fall upon the
impious wretch who dares to disturb the time-honoured
4Order of the Universe." Law has grown, like everything
else on earth, and there is no reason to suppose that its
period of development is ended. Bentham and Austin do
not appear to have had the slightest suspicion that the
legal phenomena'they subjected to their acute analysis
had not remained the same from the beginning of time,
and would not endure to the end of all things. It would
be unfair to blame them ; for they lived before ideas de-
rived from Darwin had revolutionized the whole course of
scientific investigation, even in regions seemingly most
remote from the subjects touched upon directly by the
great naturalist. But we, who come after him, ought to
be able to assimilate ideas of development,, and to apply
them to the investigation of the rules of conduct observed
by man in society. If we do this, we see at once that the
Austinian analysis can be true of one stage only i-n the
growth of law, and that it will not apply to what comes
before and what goes after that stage. It is not a body
of fixed, irrefragable truth. It is temporarily and provi-
sionally accurate: but there was a time when we in
England exhibited legal phenomena which it is impossible
to bring under it; and there are not wanting signs that
it is already beginning to be inapplicable to our present
condition.

III.    Lastly, we may remark that the current account